RUSSIA AND THE WORLD                               73
to Marxist doctrine the ultimate victory of the Communists was inevit-
able, but it could and must be hastened by defeating and undermining the
position of the capitalist governments.
The resumption of the fight against capitalism nevertheless required
caution. Not all European countries offered equally hopeful targets. There
were countries, such as Yugoslavia and Rumania, where it was reasonable
to expect the establishment of a Communist government at an early date;
but there were other countries where at the most, the Bolsheviks could
only hope to lay the foundation for a distant Communist future and in
the meanwhile to embarrass the governments concerned. The vulnerable
countries, which soon became satellites, will be discussed in a later chapter.
At the moment we must consider areas which were not potentially
Communist.
In 1945-46 the operations of the Communists in these territories were
in the main open and constitutional. They supported the legitimate com-
plaints of labour, or they sought to establish a strong position in the
legislatures. In this phase the Communists met with very limited success.
By 1947, Russia had moved away from her former Western allies and
had no inhibitions about embarrassing them openly. The Communists,
moreover, had come to have little faith in the possibility of converting
the Socialists in Europe into camp followers. A new aggressiveness now
appeared in their operations. Carew Hunt suggests that three factors
may have contributed to the change. First the desire to counter the
Marshall Plan; secondly, the fact that every totalitarian regime needs an
external enemy; and thirdly the need to re-establish Communist ortho-
doxy in Russia, after the relaxation in it brought about by war conditions
and by the contact of Russian soldiers with the outside world. A further
factor may have been the apparent failure of gradualness.
In September 1947, Zdhanov, about to become the prophet of the
'Cold War', inaugurated the Cominform which was in fact the reorganiza-
tion of the Comintern in its propaganda aspects. The theory of the two
hostile camps was proclaimed again and the Western nations were branded
as aggressors. The chief task of the Communists, according to Zdhanov,
was to lead the resistance to the American plan for the enthralment of
Europe, and Communists everywhere were called on to fight strenuously
for peace. This pretence that the Communists stand for peace has been
the key of Cominform propaganda since 1947 and to strengthen the
illusion the sponsors of the new Cominform journal gave it the seductive
title of Tor a Lasting Peace*.
The Bolshevik record, however, was such that only the very simple